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ANRUAL NEWSLETTEH,
Pengevnor Wi Li; Park.

Perhaps the most important development at the Fark since the publication
of the last Newrletter, has been our expansion into & 5 acre wooded alope
.ol the west side of the Uarden,

This besutiful area is covered with maturing deciduous Larch, and some
Obk, Hornbeam, Willow and lhodudendron, The land slopes down from the foot
of a large 40 foot waterfall tumbling down the face of the escarpment, but
flattens out to provide room for the two new lakes whigh have been excavated
there. Although it is planned to have some new exhibits in this area, it
is our intention to leave the greater part in its natursl beauty, only
constructing a path for ease of access to the spectacular lookout over the
Vale of NHeath, at the top of the waterfall,

Mr, David Hiordan, B.Sc, Dip, Ed., the former Curator of Mammals and
tducation Off'icer here, has recently departed for a new post of Educational
Officer at Melbourne Zoo, Victoria, Australia,

During his time here, Mr. Hiordan was responsible for the inaugeration
of & highly successful and much acclaimed programme of "Education within the
Zog", which was establisihed here last year.

Mr, Riordan's place as Educetional Officer has been taken by
He, Malcolm Smith, who also lectures at the West Wlamsrgan Institute for
Higher bducation, Schocl ef Photography.

EDUCATIONAL NEWS,

At present a ltmm colour sound film is being produced called Amazon
Quest, The film traces the journey made by Mr. Hale to the Amazon Hasin,
near Leticia and portraying the ebundant wildlife &nd natives of the area.
1t is hoped the film will be ready for showing in the futum of this year.
B.B.C. Wales have already used some of the footage on their childrens'
programme: YEill idowear”,

inyone wishing to view this Film can spply to the Park, Thia film
and the Komodo Uragon fiim will be shown free of charge,

A series of information sheets are being produced to sccompeny the Tilm,
The sneets will be prepared under the headings of ¢ Amagonas - covering
geology, plant life, animal life, mammals, birds, reptiles, fish, insects,
population, agriculture, econony, exports and transportaticn. Amagzop Rain
Eoregt covering - the forest, flora, relief and drainage, soil types,
vegetation and fauna, Amazon River covering - geography, climate, soils
and vegetation, llsh, fauns, aborigines, Ticupa Indians covering -
habitat, sgriculture, fishing, hunting and fruit gathsring,

Fenscynor Wild Life Park will be featured in en Exhibition at the Roysl
Welsh Show, Builtn Wells, in July., The exhibition entitled "Work and Flsy
in West Glamorgan", is beiny produced by West Glamorgan County Council,
Penscynor will have a small stand in the Fxhibition, where visitors can

guther information sbout the Park, and view a series of slides in a tape
glide gequence,

There are plang to produce a new 16mm £ilm about the Wildlife Park.
At present, the script is being planved, and it is anticipated that filming
will begin during the Summer Holideys. If conditions are fayoursble, high
gspeed cinematopraphy will be used to portray enimal movement,

To date two tape slide sequences have been produced, both with
commentary. These are intended for school visits, one for Primary Schools
and the other for Secondary Schoola. A further series is planned and
production will take place during the Winter months, In the future, it is
hoped that a greater use will be made of the sudic-visusl material for school
education. This will include high speed cinemutography, films and video
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The Education Depurtment feels that its aim is not only to provide a
gervice te schools, but also to the generdl public, hen the Educational
facility ds built, it will provide = complete service to schools, both in
the preparation of written material and audio visual productions. Exhibitions

and Film Shows can be arranged to portray life in foreign countries, as well

as varicus aspects of Welsh life. During School holidays it will provide a
valuable information centre for visitors from Home and Abrosd, With this in
mind, it is planned to produce either a tape glide sequence, or m film about
the tourist attractions within easy reach of the Park. Commentaries can be
produced in English or Welsh and foreign versions. Locsl craftsmen and

artists could be invited to exhibit their work at the Lentre,

AL NEWS.

Une of the most exciting acquisitions to the collection, has been the
purchase of two pairs of the lovely Mayotte Srown Lemur, primitive primates
whose elogest relatives are the monksys of nearby Africa.

Hailing from the island of Madagmscar, the home of many rare and _
endangered species, this race of the Brown Lemur is extremsly rare in captivity,
being represented 4t no more than & dozen other collections in the world., With
a4 minimal wild population, it i1s hoped that we can make a real contribution to
the build-up of ceptive stocks by successfully breeding from our small colony.

These four captive-bred specimens were brought by Mr. Hale from the \
Collection of Count Simon-de-Bender in Southern France, in especially designad
travelling cage had to be built to meel the stringent requirements of the
Cugtoms and Heulth Authorities, to comply with the anti-Nsbies preceutions now
in force.

Un arrival at Penscynor, the Lemurs were placed in their Government-
approved Quarantine Quarters where they were to spend tne next six months,
While in quarantine the animals were subject to a weekly inspection from the
Parks Consultant Vet, and pericdic checks from the fome Office Hepresentative.
These precautions, elaborate though they may seen, are desgigned to ensure that -
no transmissable disease, which way be brought inté the Country, has the chance
to gpread or contaminate other live stock,

The Lemurs settled down very quickly in their new guarters, ona of the
malea soon establishing himsell &s m leader of the group, snd eventually mating
with both females. Although the subordinate male was made pretty miserable
during the short msting season, by the bullying of the dominant male, this
soon passed and they all now live happily tugag‘n_ar- again,

After a gestation peried of 128 days the females both produced one
baty each, These wers their first babies, both females having only just
reached maturity, and, as is unfortunately common with "first time mothera®
in the monkey world, both babiea were subsequently lost largely due to their
mothers inexperdiance.

o
Hoth we and the Lemurs learned something from this sad experience. The
Lemurs it is hoped learned about giving birth and how they should hold mmd feed
their new bables, and welearned how to recognise when something is ygoing wrong
antl when we should remove the babies from théeir mother. '

(ue baby died shortly after birth when apparently 4t fell f'rom its mother
and died from exposure, The second died nfier three dayn when it was taken
from ita own mother by ‘the bereaved female;, who did not hovever feed it. The
baby weskened from lack of food and fell, damaging itself while doing so and
dying shortly afterward.



lext year pregnant fe.sles ahall be iasclated before giving birth and for
some time afterwards to ensure that both mother and the baby are doing well,
before they ere reunited with the other members of the group.

Another new srrivel of special interest to our twe female Woolly Monkeys
has been the arrivel of a fine, young captive-bred male from Banham Zoo in
Horfolk, This handsome fallnu is oaly five years old, but hes already been
seen to mete with both femsles. 1t dis felt that he :I.s perhaps a little too
young to breed suctessfully as yet, but his enthusissm augers well for the
future for our little group.

Also from Benham Zoo we acquired pairs of the pretty Common Marmeset
and the lovely Silvery Marmoset, These tiny monkeys are all becoming increasingly
rare in the wild state, due entirely to the vholesale destructiom of their native:
habitat. I is hoped that we and similar erganisaticns can do something
worthwhile to save theze species from extinction, by organising ceptive breeding
programs for them with the intention to eventually return colcnies to safe,
UYovernnent controlled Heserves and Parks. Our Marmosets can be seen in the
large trupicsl houge,

The Side Striped Sguirrels which were stquired from Jersey Zoo two years
8go, continue to breed well, the colony now having grown to six specimena, The
young males have to be separated from their parents shortly after leaving tha
nest, asg the adult male becomes very aggressive towarda tham, These can also
be seen in the large tropical house,

The Vervet Monkey colony alaso continues to grow, with the mother having
produced two additional babiks since the publication of the last Newslettier,
The two older gona however had to be disposed of to other collectione, as they
wers starting to 'gang up' on the adult male, and gave him a coupls of nasty
bites. Now, however, all is pesceful with the old mele sgain 'ruling the roest!
with his wife and daughters in constant attendance, It ds dnterssting to ses how
the young femsles take care of the new bables, nursing and cuddling them, and
thereby paining experience of what to expect when they have bables of their own,
a8 well as giving the old female a rest from the baby.

. One of the more unusual soquisitions wes a pair of Dams Wallsbies. These
pretty little animala settled down well in thedir large paddock and the pair was
goon seen to be mating. Ve were very pleased to see the females pouch start to
swell indicating that mating had been successful and the "joey" had safely
mude its way into the pouch after being born, where it was wing well.
Eventually the movement of the baby within the pouch could E:nnm quite
¢learly and once or twice hs poked his head out. Sadly he was net to survive,
for late one afterncon he vertured out of the pouch and for some reason gould
not, find his wey back, He was found first thing next morning cold and stiff,
dead from exposure, His coat had not yet grown long enough to protect him
from the cold.

It has been decided that wlien next the female is found to be carrying a
"joey" that she shall be tonfined to the house until the baby is agile enough
to pursue her and make ite way back dnto the pouch,

Further mammal ecquisitions are: a young female Lema; a pair of Canadien
Harmats, which have a new, specially designed enclosure; two female spot-nosed
monkays, a young male Kinksjou bred at Blackpool Zoo and now paired up with
our nnli'bm femnle; and finally a pair the dainty African Pygmy Goate which
can be sean in Feta Cornern,

Other births have taken place with Sika peer, Bedgers, and the usual
Gerbils, Hamsters, eto. of Peta Corner.



BIRL NiWS.

We have had an evoutful time with the bird cellection, with an mssortment
of surprises, disappoiniuents and successes.

Perhaps our greatest disappointmwent was the loss of our two King Penguins
last! year due to heat exhaustion., Prior to their death one of the birds had
produced & single large egg which it began to incubate, keeping the egg warm,
sandwiched between her feet and her ample stomach. e wers of course very
excited at this event but completely taken aback when "father” also produced
an«egg which "he" also started Incubating. Shortly after the eggs were laid
we experienced a period of eciremely hot weather, with temperatures scaring
up into the dO's which the penguins simply could not endure, when sadly
they died.

The Rumbaldts Penguina alse produced a number of eggs in their burrows
around the Penguin Fool, and great excitement ensued when two chicka were
eventually hetched.

Percy the pelican had to be barred from the Penguin area at that time
as Pelicens are lknown to est baby birds. All went well until the birds reached
ten days old, then thsy died one after the other. On postwortem, it was found
that they hnd died from Aspergillosis, a fungus disesse which fills the lungs
of the young birds making breathing extremely difficult, while at the same time
producing poisons, i

This disease is very common in all birds, but Penguins are especially
vilnerable. Coming aa they do from the Bouth Fole where the stmosphere is
pure and uncontaminated by either pollution or this fungi, they are especially
prone to infection. This can usually be controlled in established, adult
birds by the basic rejuirements of good managecent, but infant birds are
far less resilient, mnd so often succumb,

We shall try to provide as sterile a nesting area ms possible in time for
the next breeding season, and hope to succeed in rearing the penguins safely
pest the critical pericd of infancy,

Our Cuban Flaminges are currently & source of grest interest, as they
appear to be attempting to nest. This is especislly unusual as we have only
a very small colony of two paira of this particular species, usually a much
larger number of birda is a pre-requisite to stimulate paire to breed. Both
pairs have taken over one of the small, concrete cones provided aa nests for
them, and added quantities of clay and mud from the area around. Much bickering
i taking place as to who has which mound, and which of the pair should stand on
it and work, Flamingoes are very strange and unusual birds which are uncommonly
bred in eaptivity, although the Wildlife Trust at Slimbridge has succeeded in
breeding four of the seven forms,

We shall be especially plessed if these birds succeed in nesting, not only
because they belong to perhaps the most beautiful species, but also becauss this
display of their interest and determination clearly illustrates their approval
of our methods of management.

Every yeer &t thils time, we are inundated with calls for help from pecple
who find young birds apparently helpless and abandoned in their garden, or
while cut for & walk. Unfertunately, most pecple respond to this apparent
desertion by taking the baby with them and trying to hand rear it, which
i3 when they tum to uz for help,
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Our first response is; "how long ago did you find it, and can you
tuke it back?" All too often theie Fledgling birds have only left the
nest a matter of hours before, and simply have not yet learnt to avoid
people. Invariably the birds parents know exactly where it is and are
continuing to faeed it; bul of course their discress and cella are
unrecognisable to most people, who believe they are doing the ri hi
thing in 'resculng" the baby bird,

S0 please, before you 'save' the fledgling stand about 40 ft. away
from it for 10 minutes or gquarter of an hour, and watel the parents come
down te feed it and entice the bahy bird to a more sheltered spot. Only
if the bird is truly sbandoned or damaged in some way should it be!
removed, when we shall be pleased to offer whatever help or advice is
appropriate,

- R

During the last twelve months we have succeeded in breeding a number
of species of birds and have acquired a few more., The following lists the
birds we have bred succeasfully,

Bare-eyed Cockatoos, Lesser Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, Roseate
Loclatoos, Derbyan Parakeets, Llegant Grass Parakeets, Splendid Grass
Parukeets, Eastern losella, Pale-Head Hosella, Stanley Fogella, Red Rump
Parakeet,Crimson Wing Parakeet, Barraband Parakeet, Brown-eared Conures,
Lockatisls Chattering, Webbers, and Mitchells Lories, Gouldian !inches,
Sprec Starlings, Golden Fheasant, Amherst Pheasant, Blue Peafowl, Mallard,

In addition the following birds bred, but did not succeed in rearing
their young: Black Swan, Great Indian Hornbill, Citron Crested Cockatoo,
Bumboldts Penguins, Blue-spotted Wood Dove, Blue & Gold Magaw, Scarlet
Macaw, Chinese Geese, fosses Touraco, White-chesked Touraco, Blue Streaked
Lory, Webbers Lory, Mitchells Lery,

The following birds vere acnuired:

1 Duivenbodea Lory

2 Dusiky Lories

3 Chattering Lories

1 Black Capped Lory

1 Yellow Streaked Lory

1 Rainbow Loty

1 Ornate Lory

1 'pair of White Pea Fowl

1 pair of Blue-“heeked Harbets
1 pair of Bleeding Heart Doves
1 pair of Cara-Caras

1 pair of Blue fronted Amagona
5 - :'IG-EJ.}' Amazon

1 peir of Drange-winged Amazons
5 pairs of Gouldian Finches

1 pair of Parson Finches

VETERINARY HEW..

We have had a number of recurring veterinary problems with our stock.

The most important and dangerous of which, is the infection of the
Parrakeels by parasitic intestinal worms. Despite the programme of
routine wcruing formerly carried out, we were still losing birds,
especially young birds, to the disease. We have now intensified this
programme with a regular fortnightly schedule of anthelmintic drug
given on the birds food, in addition to their quarterly catching up and
oral dosing, Furthermore, periodic checks are made on faecal samples to
keep us informed of the birds current parasitic burden. Hemedial action
being teken when necessary.

A recurring problem of temporary blindness has been distressing our
pair of Peruvian Sea Lions. This has been treated with a variety of
antbioties and dietary supplemenis, all with no permanent beneficial o

it the 'salt bath' would esase the
effect. It was felt thab the addit.on of ing of their pool with the high
condition, as would the more frequent cleaning o
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pregsure cleaning machine, to reduce algae anu Jedime fnis- is pow
being done and certainly seemed to be helping the cond!l on of their gyes

quite noticeably, It is only to be hoped that this is tie¢ solution te the
problem and not just a temporary respite.

We have lost a number of Spreo Starling Chicks to Gapeworm infestation,
These unpleasant parssites live in the windpipe of the bird raproducing
until they causa death by suffocation. K

The adults nest quite regularly but infect their chicks when they are
only a few days old, Hayving such small windpipes the chicks cannot cope
with even a few worms and are not strong enough to cough them out, and so
choke.

Despite regular treatment of the adults, and recently, treatment of
the chicks whilst in the nest, the chicks die on fledging. It is now
practice to remove the chicks when they are 10 days old for medication
and hand rearing, thus preventing the re-infec!ion which is constantly
taking place while they are in the nest.

At tiie present time we are constructing thw new Chimpanzee Island,
the new Gibiie Island, und an adventure playgronial, These will be
completed ln bout & weeks time. Ve hope to have an official opening
of the Chimp House. The lake at the foot of the falls with the viewing
room below the water will be completed later in the year,

We are all looking forwsrd with great excitement to the arrival of
a pair of & year old chimps from Banham Zoo, .

Mr, Hale having traveiled to North America to viait wany Zoos has
realized "that the new concept ol Zoos is that animals are not kept
behind bars, but are separated from the public by water,

The felling of trees and therefore giving more light into the forest
has proved beneficial within 3 weeks as the grass sown is now as green as the
Faddock, and many animals will be kept free to roam this area, and in my
opinion this will be the best section of this outstanding Fark,

We are finding thut many schools are taking advantage of our
Educational Programme, we want to encourage this and any assistance we

can give during the Winter months in film shouws and lecture either at the
schools or here in the Park,

Once apain Mr., Parry Lewis the Head Gardener and his Assistant
Mr. Reg. Usbourne, have done a wonderful job in propagating the flowera
and shrubs for 1977, .nd during the Winter did most of the building work.
‘hese two workers do not argue on who does what, they get on with it as all
the other staff in the Park, including the catering staff,

I wish to thank all the staff and most of the public for assisting us
to make this Fark one of the Best in the Uiited Kingdom.



